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This poster seeks to explain the geographical dynamics, economic change over time, impact of colonial history on modern-day Zambia and the distribution of political power & government policies adopted in
Zambia. It is divided into four sections which focus on different aspects of the region.

I . 1 L o c a ti o n

Zambia is a landlocked country in Southern Africa. It
covers an area of 752 615 km2 and sharesboarderswith
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Angola, the DRC, Malawi,
Mozambique, Tanzania and Namibia (GRINDArendal, 2013; Phiri, et al., 2019). The country is a
combination of flat and mountainous areas. The fact that
it is land-locked means that the costs associated with
transporting goods outside the country are high (Bloom,
et al., 1998).

1 . 2 A g r o - E c o l og i c a l Z o n e s

Maps credit: UNEPtopographic map

Zambia has a mean annual rainfall ranging from 800 to
1500 mm and a mean annual temperature ranging from 5
to 35 degrees Celsius (Phiri, et al., 2019). The country is
divided into three ecological regions (I, II and III) based
on the amount of rainfall (Jain, 2007). Semi-arid region I
includes area in southern, eastern and western Zambia
where the annual rainfall ranges less than 800mm. The
low average rainfall and the soil type in this region causes
significant constraints and risks for crop production.
Region II contains the most fertile soil and most of the
country’s commercial farming activity with an annual
rainfall of 800-1000mm. Region III receives over 1000
mm each year. The soil is characterized by extreme
acidity which makesit toxic for most crops.

I . 3 M i n e r a l R e s o ur c e e n d o wm e n t

Rainfallpatternsbyagro-ecologicalregion
Maps credit: ZEMA, GRID-Arendal, GRID-Sioux Falls,
UNEP

I . 4 P o p ul a t io n

Zambia is a major copper and cobalt producer (Ministry of
Mines and Mineral Development, 2018) . In 2013, the
country was ranked the sixth largest copper producer in the
world. Other minerals mined in Zambia include silver,
uranium,lead, coal,zinc, goldand emerald.
DistributionofgemstonesandselectedmineralsinZambia
Mapscredit:Siwale,2019

Zambia had a population of approximately 17
million (m) in 2019 which is an increase of 14 m
from 3 m in 1960 (World Bank, 2020). Population
grows approximately 2.8% per year because of the
high fertility rates. (World Bank, 2020) This trend
expected to continue which will result in increases
in the demand for healthcare, jobs and other social
services. The driversof the migration to urban areas
in Zambia include the improved economic
conditions as well as better opportunities for
education and employment. In Lusaka, the capital
city, the population increase from 991 226 in 1990
to 2 191 225 in 2010 (Republic of Zambia Central
Statistical Office, 2011).This indicates a growth rate
of 4.6 which ishigher than the national average.The
population density is 17 people per km-2 , with 65%
living in rural areas and 35% living in urban areas
(Phiri, et al., 2019).

Percentdistributionofpopulationbyresidence1990-2010
Maps credit: Ministry of Mines and Mineral Development,
2018)

I I . 1 C o l o n i a l H i s t o r y, T a x a t io n , L a b o r M i g r a t io n , a n d
L a s t i ng I n s t it u ti o na l I m p a c ts
British colonial rule was established in Northern Rhodesia in 1911 alongside the BSA
company until the administration was handed over the British Colonial Office in
1924. Following discovery of copper reserves in the north of the country, bordering
Katanga, between the 1920s and the 1950s there was a need to mobilize labor to ensure
BSA co. profits. The key instrument used was taxation. BSAs enmeshment with the colonial
administration was used to "consciously set the rate of tax at a level that would successfully
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I I . 2 C o l o n i a l I m p a c t o f E t h ni c a n d L i n gu i s ti c C l e a va g e s
a n d T h e O n g o i ng I m p a c t T o d a y
Daniel Posner (2003) highlights that in modern Zambia party formation, coalition building,
and voting behaviors follow language group lines. These relationships are strongly affected by
colonial policies aligned originally with missionaries' and mining interests. Whilst precolonialism over 50 languages were widely spoken, by independence language groups had
consolidated considerably.At independence Bemba, Nyanja, Tonga, and Lozi had become the
dominant languages (Posner, 2003).Missionaries located themselves in areas where large
numbers of people spoke the same language in order to save resources on translating the bible.
This then was exported across the country via mission sponsored African education. This was
further pushed by colonial education policies that took over education responsibilities in 1925
when they adopted Bemba, Nyanja, Tonga, and Lozi as African educational languages.

Old ColonialMaps showthe division of NorthernRhodesia by ethnic and linguistic groups. Thisclearly
corresponds with modern provincialsetups. This led to ethnicity becomingpoliticizedin post-colonial
Zambia (Sources:Image 1: unknown. Image 2:Silitongo, et al, 2019)

I I I . 1 E c o n om ic A c t i vi t ie s , G r o w th a n d D i v e r s i f ic a t i on
Zambia's economy is mainly drivenby the mining,agricultural,construction, transportand
communicationsectors(LFS Report,2014). As of 2010,75%of Zambia's total exportwere intermediate
goods –majorly copper products, exportationof consumer goodsmade up 6.6%and raw materials 18%.
The agricultural sector has been gainingsome tractionsincethe early 2000s with productslike sugar,
vegetables, maize, tobacco, cottonand flowers being exported (Cardozoet al, 2014); this was as a result of
the Zambian government's attemptto diversify the economy. Copper beingthe main source of export has
posed a threat to Zambia's economicgrowth as it exposes the countryto vulnerable situations given the
constant unpredictability of the change in copper pricesin the internationalmarket (CIA, 2020).

The constructionindustrygrew as a result of the government'sgoal to achieve long-termdevelopment.
The Zambian government beganits questby investingin roads (LinkZambia 8000Project) railway
systemand nationalairline to improvethe inadequate infrastructureand ease the constraintsin the
transportation of importsand exports.

Map Credit: Central Statistical Office

Accountingfor 73%of total employment,agriculture,
fishing and forestryis of great importance to the
Zambian economy, despite contributing a small
percentage of exports. Majorityof the agricultural areas
are used by small-scalesubsistentfarmers. However,
most of the agricultural exports are done by a small
number of large companies(Cardozoet al,2014).
In 2009, 9.3%of the GDP was made up of
manufacturingofthe 9.3%, themanufacturingoffood,
beveragesandtobaccohad the most contributionand
themanufacturingof textile and leather making
uptheremaining percentage (CSO monthlybulletin,
Feb2010).

In the formal sector, the central region of Zambia has the largest number of agricultural
activities with 36.1%. The northwest of Zambia has a low percentage share of agriculture
in the formal sector with 3.2%. However, most of its formal non-agricultural activities take
place in the northern part of the country (LFS Report, 2014)

I I I . 2 E m p l oy m e nt D i s t r i b ut i on
The high economic growth in Zambiahas had little to no impact on thelivingstandardin the region, neither
has it affected formal employment. Basedon 2014 stats,boththe urban and rural regions of Zambia had higher
percentages of its employed populationin the informal sector.92.2%of the employed populationin rural areas
were in the informal sector whereas the remaining7.8%were in the formal sector.Interestingly,urban regions
had 72.4%of the employed populationin the informal sector leavingthe 27.6%in the formal sector (LFS
Report, 2014).
3.7%of the employed in the agricultural,fishingand forestryindustrywere formal while the informal
accountedfor 96.3%. In the miningindustry the formal sectorwas more dominantwith81%and the
informal19%. In industrieswhere the formal sector is expected to operate more dominantlywas surprisingly
led by the informal sector. The construction, manufacturingand transportationindustrieshad a percentage of
67.7%, 65.8%and 61.7%informal sectors operating in them(LFS Report, 2014).
Zambia has been experiencing a continuous
decline in the rate of unemployment. However,
the Central and Copperbeltprovinces have the
highest unemploymentwith10%and 12.7%
respectively.Fromthe populationanalysison
the first column, we can see the link betweenthe
movement of the population to urbanareas and
unemployment.Due to the rise in urbanization, a
limitationto job opportunitiescauseda rise in
unemployment.The easternregion has a
relativelylowlevelofunemploymentwith3%.
The capital city,comes in 3rdwith 9.8%and the
southern,western and northern provinceswith
5.4%, 3.3%and 5.8%respectively (LFS Report,

2014).

Map Credit: Labour Force Survey CSO, 2014

I V. 1 S p a t i a l O r g a ni z a t io n a n d C o l o ni a l L e g a c y
Zambia can be characterized as having a neutral geography when it comes to state consolidation
despite its dispersed populations.Itshinterlandsdo not present challenges as intensive as some other
African states, given the central position of the capital (Herbst, 2000, p. 159). Colonial legacy is
most salient in the administrative organization of the country, with migrations and colonial labor
imperatives having the most impact on population concentrations and the political map of the
country: post-1930s labor demand in the Copperbelt resulted in significant population movement
from Bemba peoples in the Northern Province, resulting in Bemba becoming an influential
regional language, but also causing the formation of a substantial labor movement and rising rates
of urbanization (Kula & Lutz, 2007, p. 303). In addition, there is minor deviation from colonial
politicalorganization,with the currentprovincesmap greatlyoverlapping.

I V. 2 D o m e s t i c P o l i t ic a l a n d
E l e c to r a l D y n a m ic s
Post 1991, Zambian politics have seen three major
political parties vying for power: the MMD
(Movement for Multiparty Democracy), the PF
(Patriotic Front) and UPND (United Party for
National Development). While the MMD rose to
prominence as an alternative to pre-1991 unipartite
politics, the PF—spearheaded by Sata in 2001—
was an offshoot of the MMD due to internal MMD
party conflicts stemming from Chiluba pursuit of an
unconstitutional third term. (Fraser, 2017). It should
be noted that, initially, the MMD garnered support
from a vast electoral coalition made up of the urban
centers, and the Copperbelt but also from the rural
and strong corn producing regions, especially in the
Central, Southern and Eastern provinces, as seen in
1996 results. Both parties have roots in strong trade
unionism as Chiluba (MMD) and Sata (PF) were
trade union leaders. Since 2006, the rise of the PF at
the expense of the MMD materialized by appealing
to urban populations: Sata's campaign emphasis
hinged greatly on economic inequality and the
public disorder that had taken hold in recent years.
But Sata's campaign was also about fighting a
campaign against Chinese interests and precarious
conditions in the al-important mining sector—
securing the Copperbelt constituencies both times,
in addition to winning the vital constituency of the
urban voters. However, it was not until the PF made
significant inroads with rural voters in agricultural
areas in the corn-producing Central and Eastern
provinces that the PF achieved electoral victory in
2011 and finally won those regionsoutright in 2016.
Interestingly, it is equality important to consider the
convergence between regional party strongholds
and the ethno-linguistic composition of each region.
Results point to a political alliance between Bemba
and Nyanja for PR and Tonga and Lozi for the
UPND, seen in election results from 2016, although
the extent to which political parties have exploited
ethno-populism can be questioned (Fraser, 2017).
However, it should be noted that this regional
incidence between ethno-linguistic composition and
voting has not been as intense in previous tripartite
races and seems to be a result of the realignment
toward two parties with the disappearance of the
MMD.

Source: United States Department of Agriculture
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